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The Way Forward – Funding Research

Presentation by Sylvia J Geddes, Executive Officer, The R E Ross Trust – “a personal view”
We do not know very much about philanthropic trusts and foundations (trusts) in Australia:
· Good data on the number and purposes of trusts and the amount of funds they grant – both in total and for specific purposes - does not exist.

· Philanthropy’s national membership organisation, Philanthropy Australia (www.philanthropy.org.au), estimates that there are probably several thousand but there is no comprehensive list.

From what we do know, the funding available from private philanthropic trusts in Australia is small:
· Of the Australian trusts of which it is aware, Philanthropy Australia estimates (February 2003) that the top 26 (in terms of the amount they distribute) disperse around $79.4 million per annum for all purposes.

· A recent ABS special survey found (June 2003) that in 2000-01 businesses gave $921m in money and $526m in goods & services to community organisations – both as donations & sponsorships.

Philanthropic trusts fund a wide range of purposes and organizations:
· Most trusts consider applications for funding in terms of:

· subject areas, eg, arts & culture, education, social or community welfare (variously defined), environment, health, science; or

· population or special needs groups, eg, young people, children, Indigenous people, people with disabilities, families, those in poverty.

· The field of potential grant recipients includes the around 350,000 incorporated non-profit organisations, of which around 20,000 have deductible gift recipient status.

Research:
· Some trusts are only for and others provide specifically for grants for purposes of medical (and in some cases also health) research:

· Some also provide grants for scientific research.

· Usually excluded are:

· grants for purposes regarded as suitable for submission to or funding by National Health and Medical Research Council & Australian Research Council;

· grants for undergraduate, Masters or Doctoral work; and

· grants to individuals (Research Fellowships funded by trusts tend to be paid to the employing/awarding institution).

· Historically, trusts have not given multi-year grants – there are some legal constraints – but this is changing. 

· The research which is supported by trusts with grants, excluding health and medical research, tends to be action or outcome-oriented:

· investigator initiated research is not commonly supported.

· More recently the larger trusts have become more interested in supporting the translation of existing research evidence into practice – refer, for example, to the Ross Trust’s Early Years Project.

Ageing:
· Mention by trusts of “ageing” as a grant purpose is rare:

· probably reflecting the problematic nature of this term in deciding what it applies to, eg:

· population groups along the life course; or

· the needs of adversely affected groups; or

· older people. 

· One notable exception in recent years is the the donation by private Melbourne philanthropist Fleur Spitzer to establish the Alma Unit for Research on Ageing at The University of Melbourne.

· Most trusts include among their grant purposes, grants to assist “the aged”, “the elderly”, “aged care”, “aged persons”, “older people:

· some are only for capital purposes and many exclude capital purposes given their incapacity to make inroads into the huge unmet needs of and for residential aged care facilities.

· One current major initiative in this area is the special project commissioned by the Myer Foundation:  2020 A Vision for Aged Care.

· The Foundation is contributing around $1m to this project.

Opportunities for ageing research:
· Trusts have a number of positive attributes:

· they can be flexible in their granting purposes and the timing of their grant payments;

· they increasingly favour collaboration among both grant applicants and funding sources – trusts generally do not mind sharing;

· their grants can be used to leverage funds from other sources;

· their grants can be specifically targeted to meet gaps left by others and in some cases the funding shortfalls created by the constraints imposed by other funding sources;

· they can act as a catalyst for (or embarrassment to) others who ought to be providing funds; and

· they can fund scoping or preliminary studies as a prelude to or basis for developing larger research studies for submission to National Health and Medical Research Council, Australian Research Council and other funding sources, including overseas trusts.
· Researchers can sometimes reach trusts more effectively in collaboration of some kind with community organisations which are often in regular communication with trusts.

Future Directions:
· More multi-year funding is needed;

· Funds available from existing philanthropic sources needs to be expanded through, eg

· additional donations to grow existing trusts;

· Significant new trusts need to be established;

· new approaches are needed to bring in new donors:

· perhaps Australia needs a bio medical and /or health and/or social research equivalent of the Australia Business Arts Foundation (AbaF).
· A stakeholder agreed national ageing research framework with identified priorities, timelines and possible funding sources would assist trusts to target their granting to add best value to achieving positive outcomes for community wellbeing.

· Trusts gather a wide range and depth of information about community needs and priorities and offer a valuable but often ignored source of such information.
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